Religious Studies:

Philosophy, Ethics and Christian Thought

Why study Religious Studies?

Religious Studies is where you get to question everything.

Why do people believe in God? What makes something right or wrong?
Can we ever know the truth? What happens after death?

RS is a subject for people who like asking “why?” and aren’t satisfied
with easy answers.

In lessons, you will learn what philosophers and theologians argue about
the big questions, before critiquing their views and presenting your own.
Our lessons involve lots of discussion, debate, and chances to apply
theory to real world examples. Alongside academic knowledge, RS
develops valuable life skills. You'll become more confident in expressing
your views clearly, listening to others respectfully, and building
convincing arguments. You'll learn how to analyse information critically,
spot weaknesses in reasoning, and make balanced judgements — sKkills
that are useful in everyday life, university study, and a wide range of
careers.

Course Outline

Philosophy of Religion: This involves the study of philosophical issues and
questions raised by religion and belief. This includes a study of the
arguments for and against the existence of God and challenges to religious
belief such as the problems of evil and psychological explanations for belief.
We also consider the nature of God. For example, what does it mean to
describe God as all knowing? Does such a description have implications for
human freewill? We shall also explore questions about whether religious
language has any real meaning and whether religious experience has any
validity. Are there any signs that there is a God who interacts with the world
and how might it happen? Can we survive after death? Do we have souls
and, if we have, are they separate from our bodies? We will engage with
the responses of Philosophers throughout the ages and evaluate their
success.

Religion and Ethics: This aspect of the course focuses on human behaviour
and character. It explores questions about how we should make moral
judgements. We shall study different ethical theories and their application
in the world including Natural Law and Utilitarianism. We apply the
principles of each theory to a range of personal, societal and global issues.
The three areas of applied ethics which we shall focus on are: euthanasia,
sexual ethics and business ethics. We also consider the works of key ethical
thinkers and significant ideas in religious and moral thought such as
conscience — What does someone mean when they say they ‘acted upon
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their conscience’? We also explore the meaning of the word good and how this
affects moral decision making.

Developments in Christian Thought: In this component, students have the
opportunity to undertake a systematic study of key concepts within Christian
thought. This includes the influential ideas of Augustine on human nature and
his teaching of original sin and the reinterpretation of God by feminist
theologians in light of the changing societal views on gender. We shall consider
the diversity of Christian moral reasoning, for example by studying Dietrich
Bonhoeffer and his ideas of civil disobedience. Also, we shall explore the
challenges to Christian thought posed by poverty, secularism and religious
pluralism. We shall consider questions like: Does Christianity still have a role
to play in society? Is God simply the result of wishful thinking? Is the Church
oppressive? We will also explore questions about death and the afterlife and
evaluate the tools we have available to us to know anything about the divine.

Assessment

There are two assessment objectives:
(i) Demonstrate knowledge and understanding: 40%.
(i) Analyse and evaluate: 60%.
And three examinations:
e Philosophy of Religion (Written Paper; 2 hours; 33.3% of A Level)
¢ Religion and Ethics (Written Paper; 2 hours; 33.3 % of A Level)
e Developments in Religious Thought (Written Paper; 2 hours; 33.3%
of A Level)

Frequently Asked Questions

Q. Is any previous knowledge required to study this subject?

There is no requirement to have studied Religious Studies before and you do
not need a religious commitment to study this subject. You do need a lively,
enquiring and critical mind. You will be directed to think clearly and rigorously
to help you make up your own mind. Students are required to meet the General
Entry Requirement of a minimum of 4 GCSEs at grade 6 with at least GCSE
grade 4 in English Language and Maths.

Q. What opportunities are there for Extended Learning?

Students are encouraged to access the excellent range of books in the library
or on-line articles and engage in wider reading around the subject. We have
some links with university departments and on occasions invite in guest
speakers. The department also organises an annual Ethics, Philosophy &
Religion Conference for all Year 12 students in which the entire year group
spend the day exploring topical issues such as the use of Al, philosophy in
prison and medical ethics with guest speakers.

Q. What facilities are there?

Theories and arguments are introduced by the teacher through a variety of
means, including the reading of primary and/or secondary texts, DVD material
and YouTube. This is followed by a critical analysis of the ideas through group
activities and discussion in class. Students will be expected to read articles and
material from their textbooks and other sources.
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